Cynthia Erivo promotes her new book with a fierce new Harper's photoshoot
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Cynthia Erivo continues to emerge not only as a formidable talent on stage and screen but also as a vibrant force in fashion and queer advocacy. The Wicked star, who publicly embraced her queer identity in 2022, graces the cover of Harper’s Bazaar's November edition, delivering a radiant display of androgynous glamour. 
Central to Erivo’s current focus is the forthcoming release of her book, Simply More, set for publication on November 18, 2025. Inspired by her GLAAD Awards speech, the book aims to be a beacon for those still navigating or concealing their queer identity. Erivo spoke poignantly about the need for visibility balanced with respect for those who remain in "quiet solitude," describing their silence as a form of rebellion deserving illumination. She advocates for those already living openly to redirect their energy, metaphorically shining their lanterns towards those searching for their path. This extension of her voice into literature complements her efforts in raising awareness about daily challenges faced by non-binary and gender-diverse individuals—particularly the ongoing struggle for respect around pronouns such as they/them, which she discussed openly at GLAAD.
Erivo’s personal journey parallels the characters she has portrayed on stage, notably Elphaba in Wicked. Interviews reflect how her portrayal of Elphaba—a figure who embodies defiance against societal expectations and embraces her true self—mirrors Erivo’s real-life trajectory of self-acceptance and boundary-pushing through fashion and activism. She describes her style as "innately queer" and limitless, a visual assertion against the rigid binaries often imposed by society.
Erivo’s coming out as bisexual in 2022 marked a pivotal moment amid a backdrop of ongoing LGBTQ+ rights challenges worldwide. Speaking to British Vogue at the time, she acknowledged the nerves that accompanied revealing her sexuality but underscored the liberating necessity of living authentically—a theme that consistently threads through her advocacy and public statements.
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