Ireland’s new president a big friend of the LGBTQ+s
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Catherine Connolly has been elected as Ireland’s 10th president, winning a decisive 63% of first-preference votes in a significant political moment for the Republic. An independent left-wing politician and former barrister from Galway, she will succeed Michael D. Higgins, who is stepping down after two full terms. Connolly, aged 68, is the third woman to hold the Irish presidency and has pledged to serve as a voice for inclusivity, equality, and peace in a diverse and evolving nation.
Speaking from Dublin Castle following her victory, Connolly emphasised her commitment to representing all people in Ireland, promising to be 'an inclusive president for all.' She highlighted key priorities including peace, Ireland’s policy of neutrality, the urgent challenges posed by climate change, and the recognition of efforts across the country that embody these values. Fluent in Irish, she addressed the public in both Irish and English, underlining her connection to Ireland’s cultural heritage alongside her progressive vision.
Though the presidency in Ireland is largely ceremonial, it carries substantial symbolic weight, representing Irish identity and values both domestically and internationally. Connolly’s victory signals a continued commitment to equality and social justice, particularly for marginalised communities. Known for her staunch advocacy of LGBTQ+ rights, she has been an outspoken campaigner for marriage equality and has condemned conversion therapy and discrimination. She also strongly supports legislation to disregard historic convictions for consensual same-sex activity, describing such laws as rooted in outdated bigotry rather than justice.
On trans rights and the contentious discourse around 'gender ideology,' Connolly emphasised a message of empathy and inclusion, rejecting division. Drawing on her background as a clinical psychologist, she acknowledged the emotional and psychological challenges faced by individuals with gender dysphoria and reiterated her support for Ireland’s Gender Recognition Act, which allows adults to legally change their gender. She characterised this process as a deeply personal and often painful journey deserving of respect and understanding.
Connolly’s campaign also invigorated younger voters and was buoyed by broad left-leaning coalitions, including Sinn Féin and other opposition parties. Her stance on foreign policy is notable for its criticism of EU militarisation and strong support for Irish neutrality. She has expressed critical views on the roles of the EU, the U.S., and the U.K. in global conflicts, including the Gaza conflict, positioning herself as a moral voice in international discourse. Source: Noah Wire Services
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