From cruising to Broadway, Harvey Fierstein’s I Was Better Last Night is quite the read
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Harvey Fierstein's memoir, I Was Better Last Night, offers a profound and candid window into the life of one of American theatre’s most distinctive voices. Covering his journey from a hopeful young playwright to a Broadway legend, Fierstein’s narrative intertwines personal vulnerability with his many professional triumphs. His career-defining works — including Torch Song Trilogy, La Cage aux Folles, and Kinky Boots — have not only reshaped theatre but also challenged social norms, especially around gay themes of love, identity, and acceptance.
Fierstein’s Torch Song Trilogy, for which he won two Tony Awards, marked a seminal moment in theatre history, tackling issues of gay life with an unapologetic honesty at a time when such topics were largely taboo. His subsequent successes, including the six Tony-winning La Cage aux Folles and the vibrant Kinky Boots, co-written with Cyndi Lauper, further cement his legacy. These productions celebrated diversity and individuality, echoing Fierstein’s lifelong commitment to storytelling that embraces all forms of love and family.
Beyond his writing, Fierstein’s acting achievements have been equally notable. His portrayal of Edna Turnblad in Hairspray, which earned him another Tony Award, showcased his ability to blend humour and heart in roles that defy conventional gender norms. His screen work, featuring memorable parts in films like Mrs. Doubtfire, Independence Day, and television appearances, expanded his reach, making him a familiar and beloved figure across mediums.
The memoir does not shy away from the darker chapters of Fierstein’s life, particularly the dual realities of the early 1980s gay liberation movement and the devastating AIDS epidemic. Through vivid personal anecdotes, Fierstein captures the exhilaration of newfound freedom alongside the fear and grief that defined that era for many in the gay community. His exploration of Brooklyn’s underground cruising culture—a sanctuary fraught with risks—offers a raw and moving perspective.
Fierstein also lays bare his struggles with alcohol, portraying the complexity of his personal battles with unflinching honesty. His reflections remind readers that resilience and recovery are lifelong processes, even for those who appear larger-than-life. These revelations add layers of humanity to the public figure, making his triumphs on stage and screen all the more resonant.
Critics have praised I Was Better Last Night for its sharp wit, engaging storytelling, and the seamless weaving of Fierstein’s professional milestones with intimate introspection. According to reviews, the memoir is a compelling read that balances humour with poignancy, offering readers both an insider’s view of Broadway and a heartfelt account of a life lived boldly. Source: Noah Wire Services
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