New Paris monument honours gay victims of Nazi persecution
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A new monument in Paris finally marks the experiences gay men persecuted during the Nazi regime. Situated in the public gardens near Bastille Plaza, the installation, designed by French artist and gay activist Jean-Luc Verna, takes the form of a large steel star, one side dark, symbolising the shadows of past atrocities, the other silver.
'There’s a black side in front of us, forcing us to remember…' said Monsieur Verna. 'At certain times of the day, it casts a long shadow on the ground, evoking the dangers looming over.' The silver side serves as a reminder of the ongoing fight for acceptance.
Historical accounts reveal that under the Nazi regime, an estimated 100,000 men were arrested simply for being homosexual, with about 50,000 convicted and between 5,000 and 15,000 deported to concentration camps. Many faced brutal treatment, marked with the pink triangle that has since been reclaimed by the gay community as a symbol of pride. Former President Jacques Chirac became the first French leader to recognise the persecution of gay men in a public forum back in 2005.
At the monument's inauguration, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo addressed the troubling trend of historical erasure: 'Recognition means saying "This happened" and saying "We don’t want this to happen again".' She added that there are 'extremely dangerous, strong, opposing winds that would like to deny the diversity of the victims.' 
The timing of this monument’s unveiling feels particularly poignant against the backdrop of rising anti-LGBTQ+ sentiment worldwide. Deputy Mayor Jean-Luc Roméro pointed to parallels, like those occurring in the United States under the current administration, where numerous policies have sought to undermine trans rights. He remarked, 'We’ve never experienced such a setback.'
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