Christian Concern attacks Church of England for trying to stamp out homophobic bullying. Nice people! Christian, apparently
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A UK-based Christian rights group, Christian Concern, has laid into an attempt by the Church of England to reduce bullying in school. The Church campaign, titled Flourishing for All, aims to set a framework that addresses bullying while attempting to uphold the dignity and compassion due to all children. However, Christian Concern characterises this new guidance as 'woke indoctrination' that replaces biblical principles with progressive ideologies.
Christian Concern's statement would have it that the framework laid out in Flourishing for All encourages children to explore aspects of their identity, including gender and sexual orientation, which they believe conflicts with Christian ethics, despite the fact that Jesus never once mentioned sexuality. 
In an official statement, Andrea Williams, chief executive of Christian Concern, expressed her profound disapproval. Oh no! She reckons that the guidance continues to reflect a troubling trend within the Church of England where, according to her, the emphasis on secular ideologies has eroded the Church’s commitment to biblical morality. Williams was particularly vocal about her concerns over the legal implications of the guidance, especially sections that instruct chaplains to be cautious when discussing traditional Christian views on gender and sexuality, potentially labelling them as non-mainstream perspectives.
The Church of England has defended its guidance as being in line with biblical principles. A spokesperson explained that the guidance promotes a clear biblical approach to bullying prevention, grounded in the belief that all children are made in God’s image. They argue that the requirements outlined in the guidance comply with the Equality Act 2010, which aims to protect against discrimination and harassment based on a variety of characteristics, including sexual orientation and gender identity.
The Church of England's report shows a commitment to safeguarding all students. This includes emphasising that discrimination or victimisation is illegal, whatever the circumstances surrounding a child’s gender identity. However, Christian Concern - which gets itself in a sweat over such dangerous anti-biblical phenomena as drag queens - interprets this framework as one that restricts authentic expressions of faith and could stifle Christian educators from conveying their beliefs on sexuality openly. In short, it might prevent them from being as bigoted as they would like, despite no word from Jesus on the subject while his teachings on love and acceptance and not judging are clear.
Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
https://www.christianpost.com/news/christian-group-accuses-cofe-of-pushing-woke-indoctrination.html - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://education.christianconcern.com/resources/responding-to-flourishing-for-all-anti-bullying-guidance/ - Christian Concern critiques the Church of England's 'Flourishing for All' anti-bullying guidance, arguing it promotes 'woke indoctrination' over biblical principles. They claim the guidance introduces critical theory and intersectionality, diverging from a Christian worldview. The document's approach to human flourishing, they argue, encourages children to explore aspects of their protected characteristics, including sexual and gender identity, which they believe contradicts Christian ethics. The group also contends that the guidance fails to uphold biblical morality in Church of England schools, citing concerns over its alignment with secular ideologies.
https://christianconcern.com/news/church-of-england-responds-to-pressure-to-scrap-schools-guidance/ - Christian Concern reports on the Church of England's response to calls for scrapping its 'Valuing All God’s Children' (VAGC) guidance. The Church defends the guidance, stating it does not support affirming children in the opposite gender and does not use the language of affirmation. However, Christian Concern highlights instances where the guidance has been used to discredit Christians who hold traditional views on gender and sexuality, suggesting a disconnect between the Church's stance and the experiences of its members.
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2024/4-october/news/uk/updated-anti-bullying-guidance-aims-to-protect-freedom-of-expression-in-church-schools - The Church Times reports on the Church of England's updated anti-bullying guidance, 'Flourishing for All,' which includes advice on supporting gender-questioning pupils. The guidance replaces the acronym LGBT+ with LGB/GQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual/Gender Questioning) to align with the Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSiE) 2024 document. It emphasizes balancing freedom of expression with protecting students from harmful viewpoints, aiming to create a safe environment for all pupils, including those questioning their gender identity.
https://christianconcern.com/comment/new-cofe-guidance-still-in-thrall-to-trans-ideology/ - Christian Concern critiques the Church of England's 'Flourishing for All' anti-bullying guidance, arguing it aligns with transgender ideology and suppresses traditional Christian views on gender and sexuality. They express concern that the guidance could lead to the silencing of Christian teachings in schools, as it prohibits 'polarised debates' and deems certain viewpoints as unacceptable. The group calls for revisions to ensure the guidance supports both the protection of children from bullying and the expression of traditional Christian beliefs.
https://christianconcern.com/news/parents-fury-as-cofe-school-accused-of-secret-trans-indoctrination/ - Christian Concern reports on parents accusing a Church of England school of secretly promoting transgender ideology to children. The parents allege that the school's use of the 'Valuing All God’s Children' guidance led to the introduction of materials normalizing same-sex relationships and gender identity concepts to young students without parental consent. They argue that this approach contradicts their Christian beliefs and the Church's teachings, calling for a review and withdrawal of the guidance to prevent further indoctrination.
image1.png




