Sycamore Gap tree 'morons' linked to homophobic attacks
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Daniel Graham [pictured left] and Adam Carruthers, the morons behind the destruction of the iconic Sycamore Gap tree, for which they were found guilty on 27 September 2023, were also investigated for alleged homophobic assaults that occurred shortly before their crime. 
Prior to their act of tree vandalism, a man reported an attack in a Cumbria layby - a known cruising area - where he faced verbal abuse and had icing sugar thrown at him from a vehicle. The victim promptly reported the incident but the police fluffed the investigation, saying that a vehicle matching the description provided by the victim was looked into, but errors in the registration details ruined the case.
The victim’s frustration only escalated after he was later shown videos of other men being subjected to similar abuse but the Crown Prosecution Service eventually decided not to charge Graham and Carruthers, citing lack of evidence and the elapsed time since the incidents as reasons for dismissal. 
The Crown Prosecution Service has been vocal about its commitment to tackle hate crimes, urging victims to come forward but the repeated failures to bring charges against Graham and Carruthers highlight significant gaps in the support mechanisms for victims of hate crimes.
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