Have younger gays lost the plot?
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An impassioned critique of the younger generation's approach to identity within the LGBTQ+ community has surfaced in a post shared on Reddit, triggering a wave of discussion amongst users. The sentiments expressed by an older male contributor reflect a deep frustration with what he perceives as the re-emergence of social hierarchies and exclusivity that previous generations fought against.
In his post, the individual laments feeling “old” — not due to age, but because of the attitudes exhibited by some younger members of the LGBTQ+ community. He specifically denotes the valiant efforts of earlier activists who braved serious adversity including police violence, societal ostracism, and discrimination for the sake of achieving acceptance and diverse representation. Emphasising the struggles of past generations, he poignantly remarks, “You think your gay, bi and trans forefathers and grandmothers faced down police, skinheads, bombs in our pubs, hate preachers at our Pride marches... just so that you could set up a whole new set of fucking rules to judge each other by and tell other LGBT+ folk whether they were in or out?”
His comments point to a perceived fragmentation within the community, exemplified by terms like “masc vs femme,” “slut-shaming,” and discriminatory phrases such as “no blacks no Asians.” He dismisses the notion that such labels and distinctions contribute positively to the community, arguing instead for a more unified approach based solely on the shared experience of attraction to the same sex. The post underscores his belief that “the qualification for being gay is being sexually attracted to the same sex and not to the opposite sex. Nobody is more or less gay. Nobody is a better or worse gay.”
This reflection resonates with various commenters who engaged with the post, indicating a mix of agreement and contrasting perspectives on the state of the LGBTQ+ community today. Many supporters applauded the author for voicing concerns regarding the compartmentalisation they observe, while others offered a more optimistic view on identity expression within the community.
The discussion feed highlights a generational divide, as participants examine how far the LGBTQ+ movement has come, alongside the challenges that still exist. As society continues to evolve, the debate over inclusion, identity, and the meaning of acceptance within the community remains poignant and relevant.
Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
https://phys.org/news/2022-06-gen-zers-lgbtq-sacrifices-prior.html - This article supports the notion that younger generations, particularly Gen Z, are more open about their LGBTQ+ identities due to the sacrifices and efforts of previous generations. It highlights the generational differences in LGBTQ+ identity and acceptance.
https://time.com/6275663/generation-z-gender-identity/ - This piece explores how Gen Z views gender identity, noting a more fluid understanding compared to older generations. It discusses the increased visibility and support for transgender and nonbinary identities among younger people.
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/10/28/generation-z-looks-a-lot-different-from-the-millennials/ - Although not directly addressing the Reddit post, this article provides context on the demographic and social shifts in Gen Z, which can influence their perspectives on identity and community.
https://www.hrc.org/resources/survey-of-lgbtq-youth - This survey by the Human Rights Campaign offers insights into the experiences and perspectives of LGBTQ+ youth, which can inform discussions about identity and inclusivity within the community.
https://www.gallup.com/poll/388816/lgbt-identification-rises-among-young-adults.aspx - Gallup's findings on the increasing identification as LGBTQ+ among younger adults support the idea that societal attitudes and generational differences play a significant role in how identities are expressed and perceived.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14616696.2020.1841545 - This academic article explores the complexities of LGBTQ+ identity and community dynamics, which can shed light on the perceived fragmentation and social hierarchies within the community.
image1.png
bt
s
1 h

=





