What happens when a middle-aged gay men gets lumbered with Four Mothers...?

[image: ]
The British Film Institute (BFI) has unveiled the trailer for Four Mothers, a new gay comedy directed by Darren Thornton set to hit cinemas in the UK and Ireland on 4 April. 
The narrative centres on Edward, a novelist on the cusp of literary success, who finds himself in a challenging situation as he cares for his elderly mother, played by Fionnula Flanagan, following her recovery from a stroke. Edward's life takes an unexpected turn when he is tasked with looking after not only his mother but also the mothers of his friends. This scenario unfolds after his friends, a group of gay men played by Gearóid Farrelly, Gordon Hickey, and Rory O’Neill—known as Panti Bliss, a prominent figure in the Irish drag scene and a vocal advocate for marriage equality—decide to leave their mothers on Edward's doorstep while they attend Maspalomas Pride.
In an exclusive interview for the latest issue of Attitude magazine, Darren Thornton spoke about the film's unique premise. He noted the importance of showcasing middle-aged gay men, stating, “I’m not gay, but me and Colin have the same friend group and are sort of part of the same community.” Thornton co-wrote the film with his brother Colin, who identifies as gay. Colin further emphasised the depth of the bond between mothers and their gay sons, referencing the often complex experience many gay men face when coming out to their parents. “For gay men of a certain age… that experience was quite fraught,” he noted. He explained that the relationship is often characterised by an intense healing process that strengthens the connection in a way that can be markedly different from that experienced by heterosexual men.
Four Mothers not only features a great storyline but also taps into broader themes of community, caregiving, and the intricate relationships between gay sons and their mothers.
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