We Are Survivors launches 16th birthday celebrations with Year of Consent initiative
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We Are Survivors, a Greater Manchester-based organisation dedicated to supporting male survivors of sexual abuse, has officially launched its 16th birthday celebrations with a pronounced initiative entitled the "Year of Consent". Founded in 2009 by Duncan Craig OBE, the organisation has become the largest specialist male survivor support centre in the UK, aiming to amplify the voices and experiences of male survivors.
The recent years have seen We Are Survivors actively participate in discussions around male victims of violence, contributing to noteworthy developments in governmental strategies and policies, including the Victims Strategy and the Tackling Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy. Notably, they have advocated for a distinct strategy dedicated to men and boys, arguing that current frameworks often categorise male survivors within the broader scope of Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG), which does not adequately address their unique experiences.
In recognition of their contributions, Alex Davies-Jones MP, Minister for Victims and Violence Against Women and Girls, expressed her gratitude, noting the importance of instilling an understanding of consent in younger generations. Jess Phillips MP, Minister for Safeguarding and Violence Against Women and Girls, also commended the organisation’s efforts to promote discussions on consensual and healthy relationships, stressing that the "Year of Consent" arrives at a vital moment for societal dialogue on these issues.
As part of its birthday celebrations, We Are Survivors has released the latest issue of its magazine, "Beyond The Silence", and launched a podcast special to further engage the community in these critical conversations. Plans for the "Year of Consent" include the production of a documentary, live theatre, visual arts, and a Festival of Consent set to take place in January 2026. These events aim to foster discussions about consent, particularly significant given the 8,000+ survivors who have sought support from the organisation in the past 16 years.
Duncan Craig reflected on the journey of We Are Survivors, stating, "I might not have had We Are Survivors 19+ years ago when I needed help, but I’m determined to ensure that every survivor now has the best and right access to support. None of us should ever feel silenced.” The organisation’s commitment to addressing such an essential topic highlights the continuing necessity to understand and discuss consent within the context of male survivors and the greater community. The official start of the 16th birthday programme starts, ushering in a year aimed at breaking the silence surrounding these crucial issues.
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