Colman Domingo: the first gay A-list movie star!
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With two Best Actor Oscar nominations in a row - one for playing a real-life gay activist in Rustin, and this for Sing Sing [pictured] - Colman Domingo, a dynamic figure in the world of film and theatre, continues to command attention not only for his acting but also for his distinct sense of style. Recently recognised by British Vogue as an essential presence on any best dressed list, the 55-year-old actor, director, and writer embraces the notion that fashion is an integral part of his public persona. “I’ve always admired those old-school actors like Cary Grant, Clark Gable and Sidney Poitier,” Domingo remarked during a recent interview with NME. “Style is about making people feel something, about telling a story.”
Currently stationed in Hertfordshire while filming Edgar Wright’s adaptation of Stephen King's The Running Man, Domingo plays the host of a rather grim "dystopian murderous game show". He describes the new film as a project that captures the essence of the original novel rather than serving as a mere remake of the 1987 Arnold Schwarzenegger film. The anticipation around this project is heightened by Domingo’s recent nomination for Best Actor at the Oscars for the second consecutive year, this time for his role in the prison drama Sing Sing, which he had a significant hand in developing.
With his performance in Rustin, a biopic about the influential queer civil rights activist Bayard Rustin, he became only the second openly gay man after Ian McKellen to receive an Oscar nomination for portraying a gay character. “That sort of catapulted me to leading man status,” Domingo noted regarding this milestone.
His impressive portfolio also includes acclaimed roles in significant productions such as Euphoria, for which he received an Emmy for his portrayal of Ali, a recovering drug addict mentoring a troubled teenager. With the third season of Euphoria on the horizon, Domingo expressed his eagerness to explore deeper facets of Ali's character, stating, “I’ve told [Euphoria‘s creator] Sam Levinson already... I’d like to pull the curtain back and see what Ali’s life is when he goes home.”
In Sing Sing, Domingo’s performance revolves around John “Divine G” Whitfield, a man wrongfully accused of murder who discovers purpose through acting while incarcerated. The film not only tells a powerful story but also brings together many former inmates from the Rehabilitation Through the Arts programme, with some cast members sharing their own lived experiences. Domingo’s work in this film has compelled viewers to confront the biases inherent within the justice system, as he shares that dialogue with district attorneys and prosecutors has highlighted their own unexamined assumptions.
The preparation for the role was compressed, with Domingo squeezing the shooting of Sing Sing into an 18-day window amidst other demanding projects. Nonetheless, he found that working with a diverse and untrained cast prompted a unique creative exploration. “It’s scary as an actor to show more than you’re used to,” Domingo admitted about the vulnerability required for his role.
His journey has not been without challenges. After a setback in which he missed out on a role due to industry biases regarding skin tone, Domingo briefly contemplated stepping away from acting. However, he chose to pivot, finding new representation that has since positioned him as a mainstay in Hollywood, with multiple projects lined up, including a biopic about Michael Jackson directed by Antoine Fuqua.
Domingo’s rise is further underscored by his recent role as co-chair of the prestigious Met Gala, demonstrating his acceptance within fashion and high-profile events. Reflecting on his journey, he remarks, “Everything I have, it’s because I haven’t put any limitations on myself.” As he navigates the landscape of film and fashion, Domingo continues to embody the multifaceted nature of artistry and representation within the LGBTQ+ community, fully embracing his identity and the stories he tells.
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