Bishop hands Trump his ass over gay rights
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President Donald Trump marked his first full day in office with a service at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., where he encountered an unexpected message from Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde, who called for compassion towards immigrants and an affirmation of the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals.
Bishop Budde's remarks came on the heels of Trump's inauguration speech, in which he stated that America recognises only two genders. Furthermore, on that same day, Trump signed executive orders aimed at tightening immigration controls. In her address, Budde expressed concern for "gay, lesbian, and transgender children in Democratic, Republican, and independent families," emphasising that many are fearful for their safety in light of potential policies from the new administration.
As Trump initiated a crackdown on immigration on the following Monday, including directives for military involvement in border security, a ban on asylum seekers, and restrictions affecting citizenship for U.S.-born children of undocumented immigrants, Budde remained resolute. Her advocacy highlighted the essential roles immigrants play in American society, stating, "The people who pick our crops and clean our office buildings, who work in poultry farms and meatpacking plants... may not be citizens or have the proper paperwork, but the vast majority of immigrants are not criminals." She urged compassion from the President to protect families from separation and to support those fleeing violence and persecution.
During and after the service, Trump’s discontent with the sermon was apparent. When approached for a reaction, he dismissed the remarks, suggesting he "did not think it was a good service." The sentiments expressed by Bishop Budde also drew criticism from billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk, currently being criticised for giving what looked very much like a Nazi salute, who remarked on social media platform X that Budde had “caught the woke mind virus very badly." Musk's response gains poignancy given his relationship with issues surrounding gender identity; his transgender daughter has previously distanced herself from him, expressing her desire to change her name and sever familial ties.
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