London mayor Sadiq Khan concerned about Trump's return to the White House
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In the wake of Donald Trump’s unexpected and, in many parts, unwelcome political resurgence, London’s Mayor, Sadiq Khan, voiced concerns on behalf of many city residents. Khan indicated that the news of Trump’s return to the White House has sparked anxiety among Londoners, particularly regarding potential implications for global democracy, women's rights, and several international issues.
The Mayor, well-known for his previous contentious exchanges with Trump, opted against offering congratulations. Instead, Khan highlighted concerns over how Trump’s presidency might impact critical areas such as the situation in the Middle East, the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, and efforts to combat climate change. He also touched upon the uncertainty it might bring to the future of NATO.
On the morning following the election results, Khan reassured the populace of London, emphasizing the capital’s enduring commitment to inclusivity and progressive values. He stated, "London is a city for everyone. We remain steadfastly pro-women, pro-diversity, pro-climate, and pro-human rights." These words reflect London’s identity as a diverse and united community, irrespective of international political shifts.
Khan's remarks come in the backdrop of a historically tense relationship with Trump, marked by a public feud during Trump's first presidential visit to the UK. Khan had permitted plans for protestors to float an inflatable depicting Trump as a baby—an action which resulted in Trump labelling Khan a "stone cold loser". Their clashes extended to personal levels, including Trump's challenge to an IQ test, and criticisms of Khan’s handling of the London Bridge terror attack in 2017.
Despite the mayor's apprehensions, UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer and Foreign Secretary David Lammy extended their congratulations to Trump. Starmer acknowledged Trump’s victory and underscored the strong alliance between the UK and the US, expressing optimism about future collaborations across various sectors including growth, security, and technology.
Foreign Secretary Lammy, despite his past critical remarks about Trump, echoed the sentiment for maintaining robust UK-US relations. He acknowledged the historical bond between the two nations, affirming the commitment to work closely with Trump and his Vice President, JD Vance, in the coming years.
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